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The Honorable Christopher S. Bond 
Chairman, Subcommittee on VA, HUD, 

and Independent Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
United States Senate 

Subject: National Service Programs: Enrolhnent and Education Award Data on 
Selected AmeriCorus Projects 

Last month, we issued a report on AmeriCorps state commissions as mandated 
by the Omnibus Consolidated Rescissions and Appropriations Act of 1996 (P.L. 
104134).’ The report provided information on (1) the statutory role of state 
commissions; (2) state commission operations, including project level outputs 
from 24 national service projects within their purview, such as participant 
enrollment, attrition, and education award usage; and (3) extending state 
commissions’ administrative and oversight role over AmeriCorps and 
correspondingly decreasing the federal government’s role. In summary, we 
found that 

- the national service statute emphasized state control over AmeriCorps, 

- commission budgets and staffing, and project outputs varied considerably, and 

- state and federal officials agreed on the need for a federal role, but differed on 
the degree of state control. 

‘National Service Promams: Role of State Commissions in Imulementing the 
AmeriCoros Program (GAOBIEHS-97-49, Feb. 20, 1997). 
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This correspsndence respcsnds to your request for supplemental information on 
the report on AmeriCQrps’ state commissions. SpeGficaUy, you asked us, ffQr the 
aforementioned 24 AmeriCorps projects, &Q (I) distinguish between fuU- and part- 
time participants for enr0lhent, attritican, and edwation award ansage counts, 
expressixng enrolthnent and attrition figures &I fuU-time equivalency (2) determine 
the number of participants whose education award eligibility is pending review 
or service CQmpletion; and (3) d.isUnguish between the number of participants 
who earned a full or pr0-rated share off an education award. This inf0rmation is 
pm-vided in the two enclQsures and pertains to the 199495 prQgram year. 

Encloswe H presents the enrollment and attxiticsn data on a fuGtime, pz.u%-time, 
and -the equivalent bat&. Enclosure 2 SLOWS the fdkmving data: 

- ‘H’cstal awards earned: education awards earned by full- and p&-tie 
p21rtitipmts.2 

- E’uR.l awards: educatkm awards earned by ft.& and pm-tie gmrtitipanl who 
received the m&m value of an award ff~r completig their enntbre terms 0f 
service. 

- Pro-rated awards: edu@atiQn awards earned by full- and part-time participants 
WhO did DQt CQm@ete iEn entire t@Tm Qff Setiee beCiauSe Qff CQmpemg PeHyjQHBti 
circmtices and received a reduced award amount based on service tie 
c0mpleted.3 

- Ineligible fQr awwdl: participants who (1) did not cQmplete their terms of 
sewrice and failed to earn an education award or who (2) completed the& 
service and opted to receive a n-m-federally subsidized cm3l-1 award instead of 
an education award. 

- Awards Ipending: educzktion awards assigned to (1) partkip~ts who are 5till 
waking t0ward completing their terms 0f service or (2) pticipants for whom 

2Ptitipmts can em an educaticpn award Up tQ $4,726 fm m-tie smce Or 
half that amount for part-time service. A lIllidmm Qf 1,7QO h0u.m of service 
witbin a year is re~uiredl to earn the full award. To earn a part-time award, a 
participant must perform 900 hours of c~mmtity service within 2 years (or 
within 3 years in the case Qf full-time college students). 

?lRm-ticipmts can earn pro-rated education awards when they are released from 
s&ce fQl- cQJinpel.ting PWSQIXd cbcmWces, such a$ illness or critical 
matters, and have served at least PS percent Qf their service term. 
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the Corporation for National and Community Service has not received 
certification of service completion. 

- Awards accessed: education awards used by participants to make payments to 
qualified postsecondary institutions or student loan lenders4 

mm-- 

We hope this information provides the additional perspective you requested. We 
wUl make copies of this correspondence available to other interested parties. 
Please call me at (202) 1X2-7014 or Jeff Appel at (617) 6657613 if you or your 
staff have any questions. 

Cornelia M. Blanchette 
Associate Director, Education 

and Employment Issues 

Enclosures - 2 

4Participants must use their education awards within 7 years after they have 
completed their service. 
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ENCLOSUIRE II EMCLOSTJl3-E 1 

SELECTED AMERlCORPS PROJECT ENROLLMENT AND ATlWTION INFORh/l64TION FOR THE 
1994-95 PROGRAM YEAR 

Califmnia 



ENCLOSURE1 ENCLOSTJREl 

Enrollment Ended service early 

For compelling 
Total For personal 

Type Number released cause8 reasons 

United Youth Corps of Maryland 

Full-time 128 50 45 5 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 

Full-time equivalent 128 50 45 5 

Enhancing Neighborhood Action by Local Empowerment 

Full-time 24 IO 5 5 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 

Full-time equivalent 24 IO 5 5 

Maryland Students Taking Responsibility for Tomorrow 

Full-time 5 1 0 1 

Part-time 28 2 1 1 

Full-time equivalent 19 2 0.5 1.5 

Missouri 

St. Louis Partners for Service 

Full-time 31 7 3 4 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 

Full-time equivalent 31 7 3 4 

Grace Hill AmeriCorps RiverFront Trail Project 

Full-time 20 6 4 2 

Part-time 18 9 9 0 
I ‘ I 

Full-time equivalent I 29 1 10.5 1 8.5 2 

Southeast Missouri Partnership for Community Service 

Full-time 23 IO 7 3 

Part-time 18 13 13 0 

Full-time equivalent 32 16.5 13.5 3 
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EMCLCHJRE 1 ENCLOSURE 1 

Part-time I 28 

Full-time equiwabnl 

Ended serwice ear& 

Full-time 

Part-time 
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ENCLOSURE 1 ENCLOSURE 1 

Enrollment Ended service early 

For compelling 
Total For personal 

Type Number released causea reasons 

Parenting Education Project 

Full-time 51 21 10 11 

Part-time 10 0 0 0 

Full-time equivalent 56 21 10 11 

Virginia 

Virginia Commonwealth University AmeriCorps 

Full-time 4 2 2 0 

Part-time 33 15 14 1 

Full-time equivalent 20.5 9.5 9 0.5 

Senrice to Alexandria 

Full-time 21 20 3 17 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 

Full-time equivalent 21 20 3 17 

Washington 

AmeriCorps Youth in Service 

Full-time 19 5 4 1 

Part-time 24 4 3 1 

Full-time equivalent 31 7 5.5 1.5 

Spokane Service Team 

Full-time 33 19 4 15 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 

Full-time equivalent 33 19 4 15 

Washington AmeriCorps 

Full-time 322 94 69 25 

Part-time 28 7 4 3 

Full-time equivalent 336 97.5 71 26.5 
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ENCLOStJRE B ENCLQSUEE 1 

aPaPticipants may be released for cause foop a variety of reasons, including being convicted d a 
fdony, chronic truancy, or consistent ffdlure to follow directions. In addition, patiicipau8ts released 
for cause may include those who leave a project early to take advantage of signtiicant 
opportunities for personal development or growth, such as educational or professional 
adwamcement. 

bA total of 36 participants ended service early; however, 1 could not be classified as leaving “for 
cause” or “compelling personal circumstances” based on available data. 



ENCLOSURE2 ENCLOSURE2 
SELECTED AMERICORPS PROJECT EDUCATION AWARD INFORMATION FOR THE 1994-95 

PROGRAM YEAR 

Awards earned Awards unearned 

Total 
awards Full Pro-rated Ineligible Awards Awards 

Enrollment type earned awards awards for award pending accesseda 

California 

Bay Area Youth Agency Consortium AmeriCorps Project 

Full-time 44 41 3 7 3 19 

Part-time 6 6 0 0 0 I 

Building Up Los Angeles 

Full-time 66 53 73 22 11 23 

Part-time 21 18 3 4 d 6 

California Conservation Corps AmeriCorps 

Full-time 64 41 23 11 3 21 

Part-time 51 45 6 4 2 8 

East Bay Conservation Corps AmeriCorps Collaborative 

Full-time 90 69 29 41 4 52 

Part-time 20 20 0 6 0 12 

Maryland 

Appalachian Service Through Action and Resources 

Full-time 22 21 1 8 2 13 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 

United Youth Corps of Maryland 

Full-time 66 61 5 45 17 35 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Enhancing Neighborhood Action by Local Empowerment 

Full-time 19 14 5 5 0 10 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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ENCLOSURE 2 ENCLQSURE 2 
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ENCLOSURE2 ENCLOSURE2 --' 

Awards earned Awards unearned 

Total 
awards Full Pro-rated Ineligible Awards Awards 

Enrollment type earned awards awards for award pending accesseda 

Texas 

Casa Verde Builders Program 

Full-time 23 22 1 37 4 4 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Making Connections for Children and Youth 

Full-time 22 17 5 6 0 14 

Part-time 13 11 2 8 1 5 

Serve Houston Youth Corps 

Full-time 56 46 10 8 0 33 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Parenting Education Project 

Full-time 40 29 11 10 1 13 

Part-time 10 10 0 0 0 5 

Virginia 

Virginia Commonwealth University AmeriCorps 

Full-time 2 2 0 2 0 1 

Part-time 19 18 1 14 0 12 

Service to Alexandria 

Full-time 17 0 17 3 1 3 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Washington 

AmeriCorps Youth in Service 

Full-time 15 14 1 4 0 13 

Part-time 21 20 1 3 0 15 
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““Awards accessed” represents the number of perticipants who hawe chosen to hawe payments made, in 
any amouwt up to end including their entire balance, to qualified postsecondary institutions or st~udent 
loan Oenders, or both, fuom their education award monies earned and held in bust by the U. 



Ordering Information 

The first copy of each GAO report and testimony is free. 
Additional copies are $2 each. Orders should be sent to the 
following address, accompanied by a check or money order 
made out to the Superintendent of Documents, when 
necessary. VISA and Mastercard credit cards are accepted, also. 
Orders for 100 or more copies to be mailed to a single address 
are discounted 25 percent. 

Orders by mail: 

U.S. General Accounting Office 
P.O. Box 6015 
Gaithersburg, MD 20884-6015 

or visit: 

Room 1100 
700 4th St. NW (corner of 4th and G Sts. NW) 
U.S. General Accounting Office 
Washington, DC 

Orders may also be placed by caRi.ng (202) 512-6000 
or by using fax number (301) 2534066, or TDD (301) 413-0006. 

Each day, GAO issues a list of newly available reports and 
testimony. To receive facsimile copies of the daily list or any 
list from the past 30 days, please call (202) 512-6000 using a 
touchtone phone. A recorded menu will provide information on 
how to obtain these lists. 

For information on how to access GAO reports on the INTERNET, 
send an e-mail message with “info” in the body to: 

info@www.gao.gov 

or visit GAO’s World Wide Web Home Page at: 

httpz#www.gao.gov 
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